
‘Here is not for children’
Quote from a 10 year old Iraqi child in detention.

The government has just announced the release of 62% of the children into 
community-based detention which is great news.  However, children have 
been released like this previously. There is no guarantee that other children 
will not be kept in locked detention in future while the law does not change.

There are still more than 300 children in locked detention and no news of 
when they will be released.

Conditions for the thousands of asylum seekers in detention camps 
remain at crisis point - with an alarming increase in self harm especially by 
teenagers, fi ve suicides in six months, overcrowding, riots, long periods of 
incarceration well over the prescribed 90 days and hunger strikes.

This cruel system of mandatory detention is not only costly in terms of 
money but more importantly, in terms of the human spirit and our proud 
reputation of democracy and a fair go for everyone.

No wonder last year’s Australian of the Year Professor Pat Mc Gorry calls 
detention camps factories for mental illness.

We believe there is a more just and humane way of treating these desperate 
people who come to Australia.

We believe that a majority of decent Australians are alarmed and outraged 
by the treatment of asylum seekers, most of whom are genuine under 
international law.

During the era of the Howard government an historic grass roots movement 
of tens of thousands of Australians was active in helping refugees and 
bringing their suffering to the attention of the public.

As one ex-detainee said about us, ‘We’ve been put through hell on earth 
here in Australia but also met with the kindest people on earth.’

Now the government is planning to ‘swap’ 800 asylum seekers including 
unaccompanied children to Malaysia, which is not a signatory to the refugee 
convention and therefore has no international legal obligations to refugees.

We were hoping for a change with the new government, but now it’s clear 
that the voice of moderate Australians needs to be heard again - and 
urgently.
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