
	  

	  
The	  exhibition	  is	  on	  display	  from	  5	  September	  to	  7	  October	  2011	  in	  the	  Foyer	  of	  the	  UTS	  Tower	  Building	  

For	  further	  information	  on	  the	  exhibition	  and	  associated	  symposium,	  see:	  
http://cosmopolitancivilsocieties.com/	  
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For thirty years Afghanistan has suffered under invasions, civil wars and military rule, 
and millions of Afghans have fled the country seeking refuge. Many fled the civil war 
after the 1979 Soviet invasion, and more followed during the Taliban period. By 2001, 
there were at least eight million Afghan refugees, mostly in Pakistan and Iran. 
 
Following the 2001 UN intervention and occupation more than five million Afghans – 
twenty per cent of the country’s population – voluntarily returned to the country, to a 
situation of continued political instability.  Since 2006, with intensifying violence and 
internal conflict, voluntary return has declined. In recent months countries such as 
Australia have made provision for the forced return of Afghan refugees. 
 
Continued conflict and protracted displacement in Afghanistan poses in sharp relief 
the question of how to guarantee freedom from persecution in the world today. In a 
global political system that generates radically destabilised countries, where political 
authority and legitimacy is absent, persecution becomes systemic. How can this be 
addressed? 
 
The conference is held on the last day of the photo exhibition at UTS, ‘Unsafe 
Havens: Hazaras in Afghanistan’. The aim is to reflect on broader questions of 
freedom from persecution, and how it may be promoted. 
 
Papers are invited from academics, NGO workers and civil society activists on the 
conference themes. 
 
The conference and exhibition are hosted by the Cosmopolitan Civil Societies 
Research Centre at UTS. Please contact the coordinating director, James Goodman, if 
you would like to participate: james.goodman@uts.edu.au 
 


