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Welcome

The Australia-India Literatures International Forum provides an unprecedented 

opportunity for writers from the two countries to develop a deeper understanding 

of our respective literary and publishing words. It brings together writers from the 

regional literatures of India with indigenous and multicultural writers of Australia. 

An event of such potential and ambition has not been undertaken in this region 

before. While Indian Writing in English has a spectacular global presence, what is 

often not known in international circles is that India has 22 official languages, of 

which at least a dozen have flourishing and independent literary traditions. Some of 

these literary cultures date back to three-centuries, testifying to the extraordinary 

linguistic diversity within the region. Similarly the depth of Australian literature has 

been under-appreciated in India. We gather then to talk about what animates our 

literary worlds and creative imaginaries. What are the imperatives that govern the 

flourish of literature in India and in Australia? How does the teeming world outside 

enter the realm of writing and how do readers recognize themselves in these words? 

Literature offers us both witness and chronicle of our changing times and is, in turn, 

itself transformed by competing histories, locations, perspectives and the movement 

of peoples, languages and narratives over time. At the Australia-India Literatures 

International Forum, we bring our passions and concerns for literature into a wider 

ambit and explore how we may speak with each other better. We hope that this event 

will promote appreciation of the diverse languages of India and enable high quality 

translations of its literatures, and of Australian literature into the myriad Indian 

languages in turn. We know it will contribute to the idea of Australia and India being 

multicultural sister societies with vital, vibrant literary traditions that talk to us in 

multiple tongues, modes and genres. We welcome and thank our visiting participants 

from India, our readers and writers in Australia, and acknowledge the many 

organizations and individuals that have made this Forum possible.

Mridula Nath Chakraborty 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

Writing and Society Research Centre 
University of Western Sydney
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Overview

The Australia-India Literatures International Forum brings together 

regional writers of India with indigenous and multicultural writers 

of Australia in order to explore how linguistic diversity, vernacular 

cosmopolitanism, critical localism, and global regimes of translation 

and reception effect literature and its dissemination. This forum 

will consider the diverse traditions that define contemporary 

Australian and Indian writing, discuss the critical issues that 

shape it and explore how we may transmit and translate cultural 

literacy in each other’s linguistic and intellectual traditions.

Format

The Forum will take the form of seven panel sessions and three special 

presentations, which are all open to the public to attend. Each panel 

comprises of Australian and Indian delegates, who will make a short 

presentation each, followed by audience discussion moderated by the 

chair. The three special sessions explore the connection of writing  

with performance, art and indenture.

Ticketing

For full program and information on the participating writers,  

see our website: http://www.uws.edu.au/india

To purchase tickets to attend any of the Australia-India Literatures 

International Forum public events, please go to:  

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks/index.html 

or contact the State Library of NSW Bookings line: (02) 9273 1770  

or Email: bookings@sl.nsw.gov.au
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Day 1

Tuesday, 4th September 2012, 9:00am – 5:00pm: Open to Public 
State Library of NSW, Metcalfe Auditorium  
(entrance via Macquarie Street, Sydney)

9:30am – 10:00am: Registration and tea/coffee

10:00am – 10:30am: Opening Remarks: Mridula Nath Chakraborty

10:30am – 12:30pm:  Panel 1: 

Old Traditions/New Cultures. 

Alexis Wright, Sharan Kumar Limbale,  

Gogu Shyamala, Ali Cobby Eckermann

  India and Australia are home to some of the oldest story-

telling traditions in the world: aboriginal, indigenous, 

tribal and dalit. How do these writings now explore 

connection to land and language, voice and expression, 

politics and poetry? How do they reinvent themselves in 

local, national and international publishing contexts?

  Chairs:  

Ivor Indyk and R Sivapriya

12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch

1:30pm – 3:30pm:  Panel 2:  

A Sense of Place.  

Inez Baranay, Mamang Dai,  

Bem le Hunte, C S Lakshmi (Ambai)

  How does place inform our sense of the world? In the age of 

globalization, postnationalism and transnationality, can writers 

argue for the salience of place? How does a sense of one’s place 

in a specific literary tradition inform writerly voices? How do 

the politics of location inflect women’s voices and narratives?

  Chair: 

Pam Newton

Schedule
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Day 1

3:30pm – 4:00pm: Afternoon tea/coffee break

4:00pm – 5:00pm:  Special Presentation: 

Dastangoi. 

Mahmood Farooqui

  The word Dastangoi refers to the art of storytelling; it is a 

compound of two Persian words Dastan and goi that means to 

tell a story. Dastans were epics, often oral in nature, which were 

recited or read aloud and, in essence, were like medieval romances 

everywhere. Telling tales of adventure, magic and warfare, dastans 

mapped new worlds and horizons. Later, Dastan was a veritable 

anti-novel, not a precursor to it but quite a different form. This 

lost art has now been revived in India and made new in Farooqui’s 

contemporary performances. http://dastangoi.blogspot.com.au/

  Introduced by: 

Mita Kapur

continued



6 

Day 2

Wednesday, 5th September 2012, 9:00am – 6:30pm: Open to Public 
State Library of NSW, Metcalfe Auditorium  
(entrance via Macquarie Street, Sydney)

9:00am – 9:30am: Registration and tea/coffee

9:30am – 11:30am:  Panel 3: 

Myth and the Writer. 

Subhash Jaireth, Nicholas Jose,  

Girish Karnad, Malcolm Knox

  Certain enduring myths about life and literature, time 

and tradition, prevail in our creative imaginaries. How 

do wordsmiths employ, subvert, reshape and transform 

myths in their literary practice? How may we understand 

myth in the contemporary world even as we continue 

with accepted traditions and wrestle with new ones?

  Chair: 

Paul Sharrad

11:30am – 12:00pm: Tea/coffee break

12:00pm – 1:00pm:   Special Presentation: 

 Travelling languages/evolving cultures across the Pacific Ocean.  

Sudesh Mishra and Vijay Mishra

  In the late nineteenth-century, Indians were brought to Fiji 

as indentured labour to work on sugar cane plantations. This 

free-flowing conversation explores the subject of indenture/

girmitiya and creativity. It discusses the artforms, musical 

instruments, songs, games, etc., that the girmitiyas brought 

with them, and how these have been transformed in the 

contemporary context. Special focus on the bidesia/exile 

songs looks at how languages and literary forms endure.
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Day 2

1:00pm – 2:00pm: Lunch

2:00pm – 4:00pm:  Panel 4:  

Questions of Time and Travel.  

Suneeta Peres da Costa, Michelle de Kretser, 

N S Madhavan, Uday Prakash

  The movement of peoples and the transformation of places 

across time is a central concern in contemporary understanding. 

Whether it is rural-urban migration, the arrival or departure 

of new rulers and regimes in settled or unsettled locales, 

each move tells its own story of time and travel, carries its 

hidden histories and genealogies of geography. How do writers 

understand these cartographies of travel and chronicles of time?

  Chair: 

Vijay Mishra

4:00pm – 4:30pm: Afternoon tea/coffee break

4:30pm – 6:30pm:  Special Presentation: 

Art and the Writer. 

Prabodh Parikh: 

Rabindranath Tagore’s 2000 paintings

  The first non-European Nobel Laureate, Rabindranath Tagore, 

was also a self-taught artist who started painting at age 67. 

Within 15 years, Tagore had completed over 3000 paintings, 

which have since become part of India’s national treasure. 

2000 of these paintings were made available to the public for 

the first time in 2011, the 150th anniversary of Tagore. This 

presentation brings us an intimate view of the art and connects 

the litterateur’s writing and editing with his paintings.

   Introduced by: 

Mridula Nath Chakraborty

continued
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Day 3

Thursday, 6th September, 9:00pm – 4:00pm: Open to Public 
State Library of NSW, Metcalfe Auditorium  
(entrance via Macquarie Street, Sydney)

9:00am – 9:30am: Registration & Tea/Coffee

9:30am – 11:30am:  Panel 5: 

Talking Across Borders. 

Manisha Jolie Amin, Roanna Gonsalves,  

Aashish Kaul, Chris Raja and Kunal Sharma 

  Between national affiliations and literary allegiances lies the world 

of the hybrid writer. Not there, not here yet, always arriving, never 

landed. This exciting space offers the pleasure of forging a new 

idiom, a new language of expression that speaks of the emerging 

future of reading and writing, readers and writers and audiences.

  Discussant: 

Christopher Cyrill

11:30pm – 12:30pm:  Panel 6: 

Traditions of Poetic Imagination.  

Judith Beveridge, Michelle Cahill, Kynpham 

Sing Nongkynrih, Prabodh Parikh

  Poetry is the last bastion of nonconformity, the ultimate 

boundary-crasher, the universal language of humanity. 

Culling images from traditions all over the world, using 

symbols to challenge expectations, poets wield the pen that 

reaffirms human fascination with words and their affect.

  Chair: 

Peter Minter



 Austalia-India Literatures International Forum

  9

Day 3

12:30pm – 1:30pm: Lunch

1:30pm – 3:30pm:  Panel 7: 

Why Translate, Why Proliferate? 

Kabita Dhara, Ivor Indyk, Mita Kapur, 

R Sivapriya and Sharon Rundle 

  Linguistic diversity is akin to genetic diversity. Proliferation and 

profusion are key to the survival of the universe as we know it. 

Even as the logic of monoculture and monolingualism attempts to 

take over our world, the assertive, astonishing creativity of myriad 

languages and literatures attests to the triumph of imagination. 

What roles and responsibilities lie with publishers at this juncture?

  Chair:  

Michael Wilding 

3:30pm – 4:00pm:  Closing remarks and vote of thanks:  

Anthony Uhlmann 
Director Writing & Society Research Centre, University of Western Sydney

continued
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Indian Participants
Mamang Dai   

Mamang Dai is a former civil servant and journalist and has 

written extensively on the culture and history of Arunachal 

Pradesh. She is a member of the North East Writers’ Forum 

(NEWF) and received the prestigious Padma Shree, the fourth 

highest civilian award of India, in 2011. Her books include  

River Poems, The Legends of Pensam, Stupid Cupid and  

El Bálsamo de tiempo.

Mahmood Farooqui   

Mahmood Farooqui is a writer, artist and director. He is the 

author of Besieged: Voices from Delhi 1857 and also a 

contemporary story-teller of Tilism-e-Hoshruba. He has revived 

Dastangoi: The Lost Art Form of Urdu Storytelling and performs 

narratives from this medieval corpus with Danish Husain.

Mita Kapur   

Mita Kapur is the author of The F-Word. She is the founder-CEO  

of Siyahi, India’s leading literary consultancy representing over  

75 writers. She curates Bookaroo and Mountain Echoes Literature 

Festival in Bhutan annually. She is the one of the founder 

members of the team that created the Jaipur Literature Festival.

Girish Karnad   

Girish Karnad pioneered the exploration of Indian myths, 

folklore and history on modern Indian stage and reintroduced 

traditional techniques such as music, dance and mime. His plays, 

Yayati, Tughlaq, Hayavadana, Agni Mattu Male, Taledanda and 

Nagamandala revolutionised Indian theatre. He is the winner of 

the Jnanpith (for Kannada), the highest literary honour in India, 

and of the Padma Bhushan and the Padma Shree.
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C S Lakshmi   

C S Lakshmi is a Tamil feminist writer and writes under the 

pseudonym Ambai. She is an independent researcher in  

women’s studies and founded SPARROW: Sound and Picture 

Archives for Research on Women, a non-governmental 

organization in 1988. She is the author of The Face Behind the 

Mask: Women in Tamil Literature, A Purple Sea: short stories  

by Ambai and Unhurried City.

Sharan Kumar Limbale 

  Sharan Kumar Limbale is a Marathi Dalit activist, writer, editor 

and critic. His autobiography, Akkarmashi (The Outcaste) 

describes growing up as an impoverished outcaste in modern 

India. His novel, Hindu, explores the intersection of gender, caste 

and disability. Towards an Aesthetic of Dalit Literature: History, 

Controversies and Considerations is his treatise on how dalit 

literatures should be read.

N S Madhavan   

N S Madhavan is a leading writer of contemporary Malayalam 

literature. In a long career, he has produced five collections 

of short fiction, essays, plays and football columns. His 

contribution to the short story form is considered unique and 

noteworthy. His novel, Lanthan Batheriyile Luthiniyakal (Litanies 

of Dutch Battery) was awarded the Hindu Literary Prize in 2011 

and the Vodafone Crossword Indian Language Translation Award 

in 2010.

Kynpham Sing Nongkynrih 

   Kynpham Sing Nongkynrih from Meghalaya writes poems and 

short fiction in Khasi and English. He is the author of Around the 

Hearth: Khasi Legends, A Mid-Ager’s Tale, Time’s Barter: Haiku 

and Senryu and The Yearning of Seeds. The Great Unconventional 

Elegiac Tradition raises immediate questions about a tradition  

of lamentation and its place in the North-East, as also about 

aesthetics within a nationalist tradition.
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Prabodh Parikh  Prabodh Parikh is a poet, short fiction writer, visual artist, film 

lover and admirer of beat poetry. His book of poems, Kaunsman 

represents thirty years of work in Gujarati literature and won the 

Gujarati Sahitya Akademi Award and G F Saraf Award for Best 

Gujarati Book. Other works are Mitro, Karan Vinana Loko, Priya 

Bhayani Saheb, and Kauns Bahar, a book of essays on philosophy 

and poetry. 

Uday Prakash  

  Uday Prakash is one of contemporary Hindi literature’s most 

original and audacious voices. He is an eminent scholar, poet, 

essayist, journalist, translator and short story writer. His work has 

been translated into 10 languages. He is the recipient of the 2010 

Sahitya Akademi Award and 2009 SAARC Literary Award. Among 

his many books are The Walls of Delhi, The Girl with the Yellow 

Umbrella and Ek Bhasha Hua Karti Thi (There Once Used to be  

a Language).

Gogu Shyamala  

 Gogu Shyamala, a Dalit feminist and Telangana activist, writes in 

Telugu about life in rural Andhra Pradesh. She is a member of the 

Anveshi Executive Committee and is working on a project titled 

Dalit Women’s Biographies for the Dalits and Minorities Initiative. 

Her recent collection of short stories, Father May Be an Elephant 

and Mother Only a Small Basket, But… has won praise.

R Sivapriya  

 R Sivapriya is the Managing Editor, Translations and Classics,  

with Penguin Books India, the most prominent literary publishing 

house in the Indian subcontinent. She has also had an exciting 

career in translation publishing with Orient Longman.
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Australian Participants
Manisha Jolie Amin   

Manisha Jolie Amin was born in Kenya and came to Australia  

at the age of five. She received her PhD from the University  

of Technology, Sydney, in 2011. Dancing to the Flute, her first  

novel is set in India and based on the raag structure.

Inez Baranay   

Inez Baranay’s ten books include Neem Dreams, With The Tiger 

and sun square moon: writings on yoga and writing which were 

first published in India. Her most recent novel is Always Hungry 

and The Edge of Bali was re-published in 2012. Many of her short 

stories and essays can be read online. She currently lives in 

Istanbul. www.inezbaranay.com

Judith Beveridge   

Judith Beveridge is a distinguished Australian poet and editor. 

Her books include The Domesticity of Giraffes, Accidental Grace 

and Wolf Notes. She has won many prizes for her poetry including 

the NSW Premier’s Poetry prize, the Judith Wright Calanthe 

Award for Poetry and the Victorian Premier’s Poetry Prize.

Michelle Cahill   

Michelle Cahill is an Indo-Australian poet and text prose writer. 

She received the Val Vallis Award and was highly commended in 

the Blake Poetry Prize and Wesley Michel Wright Prize. Her 

poems are anthologised in 30 Australian Poets and The Yellow Nib 

Anthology of Modern English Poetry by Indians. Visvarupa and 

Nightbirds are latest poetry collections.
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Christopher Cyrill

Christopher Cyrill is a novelist, short story writer, playwright and poet. He began 

publishing his work at the age of 17 and served for many years as the fiction  

editor for HEAT magazine and the fiction advisor to Giramondo Publishing.  

He is author of Hymns for the Drowning and The Ganges and Its Tributaries.

Suneeta Peres da Costa  

  Suneeta Peres da Costa is an award-winning Australian writer  

of Goan heritage. She is the author of the bestselling novel 

Homework (Bloomsbury). She writes stories, prose poems, plays, 

essays and productions for ABC Radio. She is currently fiction 

editor at Mascara Literary Review and lives in Sydney.

Michelle de Kretser   

Michelle de Kretser was born in Sri Lanka and moved to Australia 

with her family when she was 14. She has published three novels; 

The Rose Grower, The Hamilton Case and The Lost Dog. She  

has won many prizes including the Encore Award and the 

Commonwealth Writers Prize (Southeast Asia and Pacific).  

Her latest book, Questions of Travel, is due in October.

Ali Cobby Eckermann 

   Ali Cobby Eckermann’s first collection of poetry, little bit long 

time, was published in 2009. The poems reflect on her journey  

to reconnect with her Yankunytjatjara / Kokatha family in the 

desert regions of central Australia. She has since published  

two verse novels; His Father’s Eyes and Ruby Moonlight.
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Roanna Gonsalves   

Roanna Gonsalves is a short-story and documentary play writer 

and cultural policy commentator. Her work has been published 

and performed in India and Australia. She and her collaborators 

won an Australian Writers Guild Award 2011 for Yet to Ascertain 

the Nature of the Crime, a documentary play about Indian 

students in Australia. 

Ivor Indyk 

  Ivor Indyk is founding editor and publisher of HEAT magazine 

and the award-winning Giramondo book imprint. A critic, 

essayist and reviewer, he has written a monograph on David 

Malouf for Oxford University Press, and essays on many aspects 

of Australian literature, art, architecture and publishing.

Subhash Jaireth   

Subhash Jaireth has published three books of poetry: 

Yashodhara: Six Seasons without You, Unfinished Poems for Your 

Violin and Before the Bullet Hit Me (in Hindi). To Silence: Three 

Autobiographies was published in 2011 and adapted for stage  

as monologues. After Love is expected in 2012.

Nicholas Jose 

   Nicholas Jose has published seven novels, including The Red 

Thread (2000) and Original Face (2005), two collections of short 

stories, essays, art writing and a memoir. He is Professor of 

English and Creative Writing at The University of Adelaide  

and a member of the Writing and Society Research Centre,  

University of Western Sydney.
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Aashish Kaul   

Aashish Kaul is presently completing a Doctorate in Arts at the 

University of Sydney. His fiction and essays have appeared in 

several publications in the United States and Australia, most 

recently in The Quarterly Conversation. He is currently writing  

a novel on chess. 

Malcolm Knox 

  Malcolm Knox is a former literary editor of the Sydney Morning 

Herald and has won a Walkley Award for journalism. His fiction 

includes The Life, Jamaica, A Private Man and Summerland.  

He is winner of a Ned Kelly Award and the Colin Roderick Award. 

He has numerous non-fiction works on cricket.

Bem Le Hunte   

Bem Le Hunte is the author of several short stories and three 

novels. The Seduction of Silence and There, Where the Pepper 

Grows have been published internationally to great critical 

acclaim and Father of all Stories (publication pending) forms part 

of a recent doctoral submission at the University of Sydney.

Peter Minter 

   Peter Minter is a leading Australian poet, editor and scholar.  

His collections of poetry include Rhythm in a Dorsal Fin, blue 

grass and Empty Texas which won The Age Poetry Book of the 

Year. He is the co-editor of the Macquarie PEN Anthology of 

Aboriginal Literature.
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Sudesh Mishra   

Sudesh Mishra, poet, playwright, short fiction writer and 

academic, was born in 1962 in Suva to an Indo-Fijian family.  

He is Professor in Literature and Linguistics at the University  

of the South Pacific. He is the author of four books of poems  

and is currently at work on his fifth. 

Vijay Mishra 

  Vijay Mishra is author of more than 60 refereed articles and book 

chapters. He writes on the diasporic imaginary and multicultural 

theory, Bollywood cinema and Salman Rushdie. He also loves 

playing the harmonium.

P M Newtown   

P M Newton spent thirteen years in the NSW Police Force before 

resigning to live and travel in West Africa and India. Her first 

book, The Old School was published in 2010 and won the Sisters  

in Crime Readers Choice Award and was joint winner of the 2011 

Asher Award.

Christopher Raja 

   Christopher Raja is an Alice Springs-based writer. His first 

full-length play, The First Garden, co written with Natasha Raja 

and based on the life of Olive Pink, is published by Currency 

Press. His novel The Burning Elephant is represented by  

The Colchie Agency and A Wyatt Book, Inc.
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Sharon Rundle   

Sharon Rundle is a writer, editor and academic. Her latest 

co-edited Indo-Australian anthologies include Alien Shores  

and Fear Factor Terror Incognito. Sharon contributed to  

Desert in Bloom: Indian Women’s Fiction in English. 

Kunal Sharma 

  Kunal Sharma has published short fiction in the journal  

Southerly as well as Unsweetened. He has won a small number  

of awards for his creative and critical writing. He is currently 

studying law, and is a research assistant in the law faculty  

at UNSW. 

Michael Wilding   

Michael Wilding is a writer, editor, publisher and critic. He has 

written many novels and short story collections. His publication 

credits include Harpers, The New Yorker and the London Review 

of Books. His work has been extensively translated and has 

appeared in both the Bengali and Punjabi languages.

Alexis Wright 

   Alexis Wright is a novelist whose works include the Miles Franklin 

Prize winning Carpentaria. She is a member of the Waanyi nation 

of the Gulf of Carpentaria. Her first novel Plains of Promise was 

shortlisted for the Commonwealth Prize and published in France 

as Les Plaines de L’Espoir.
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